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YOUR CHOICE AWAITS...

ARULLA



ALLURA IS A CAPTIVATING JOURNEY THROUGH A DREAMY WORLD WHERE 
THE SEDUCTION OF SHINY DISTRACTIONS IS IMPOSSIBLE TO IGNORE. 
PERFORMED BY A CAST OF NINE DANCERS, ALLURA INCORPORATES 

RHYTHM AND POETIC MONOLOGUE WITH SUITCASE DANCE THEATRE’S 
STYLIZED, SIGNATURE BLEND OF JAZZ, TAP, BALLET, AND CONTEMPORARY 
DANCE,PROPELLING YOU THROUGH A NOIR LANDSCAPE, DEEPER INTO THE 
DREAM WHERE, BENEATH THE POLISH AND PULSE, THE JOURNEY REVEALS A 

DEEPER TRUTH ABOUT HUMAN CONNECTION..

SHOW RUN TIME: 50 minutes (no intermission)
CAST: 9 performers
TECH CREW: 2

CHOREOGRAPHY: Veronica Mendonca
    Mark Mendonca
    Keoni Rose
LIGHTING:   Locke Landis
ORIGINAL MUSIC BY: Maceo Sky
TEXT:    Keoni Rose
PRESS CONTACT:  Alyssa Brillinger



REVIEWS

"A truly beautiful show"

RACCORDO SULLO SGUARDO
"VIBRANT, INTENSE, ENERGETIC!"

THE SCOTSMAN

BROADWAY BABY

MOISTURE FESTIVAL

"...A LIVELY HOUR...YOU CAN'T HELP BUT SMILE"

"   A TALENTED ENSEMBLE OF DANCERS"

"   SMART, INVENTIVE, & DELIGHTFULLY  UNPREDICTABLE!"



Veronica Mendonca’s choreographic credits include the feature film, “The Hillside 
Strangler”, starring C. Thomas Howell, the independent film, “Dead Man’s Shoes,“ and the 
music video “The Doll Lab” directed by Emmy Award nominee Matty Brown. Notable live 
events include choreographing a stage version of writer and National Public Radio 
personality, Joe Frank’s award-winning radio show, a site-specific performance at the 
historic Union Station, in downtown Los Angeles honoring legendary artist/designer, Tony 
Duquette and the event launching Cigar Aficionado Magazine. Veronica’s choreography 
was featured at the EMP fundraising event: REVEAL: Northwest Innovation in Fashion 2016. 
Veronica has worked with former Los Angeles Opera soloist, Stephanie Vlahos, 
choreographing numerous cabaret shows and operas.

Ms. Mendonca was the creator and artistic director of the Los Angeles-based dance 
company, Dance Electric and her work has been commissioned by the Los Angeles High 
School for the Performing Arts, the Orange County High School of the Arts, Westside Ballet 
and the Oakley Ballet School.

Ms. Mendonca has toured and performed with the Los Angeles Opera production of 
“Nixon in China,” choreographed by Mark Morris and directed by Peter Sellers. She was a 
member of the Hong Kong Ballet and Southwest Ballet companies. As well as dancing for 
the legendary singing group, The Supremes, Ms. Mendonca's talent has earned her roles 
in television, commercials and music videos working with such artists as the legendary 
Michael Kidd, Angela Lansbury, Tony Basil, Harvey Corman, Arsenio Hall, Rebe Jackson and 
Julie Warner among others.

For ten years, Ms. Mendonca was on the faculty at the prestigious Westside School of Ballet 
in Los Angeles. She has taught master classes at Cornish College of the Arts and has also 
taught at the Cazadero Performing Arts Camp, Oakley Ballet Center and at Arc School of 
Ballet here in Seattle. Since moving to the Pacific Northwest, Veronica’s work has been 
commissioned by the Kodiak Arts Council and Arc Dance. Veronica’s choreography has also 
been performed at The Triple Door, Can Can Cabaret, The Pink Door, On The Boards (12 
Min. Max), the Full Tilt Dance Concert, Physical Poetry, and the E.P.I.C. Festival. Currently, 
She is the Director of VAM Studios a multidisciplinary dance school for all ages. In 2020 
Ms. Mendonca established Suitcase Dance Theatre, the resident dance company to VAM 
Studios. Suitcase DT is a traveling troupe that brings theatre to the most unexpected 
spaces.

VERONICA MENDONCA - Artistic Director

CREATIVE TEAM



Mark Mendonca’s extensive career as a performer and choreographer includes 
performances for three U.S. Presidents, as well as performances on Broadway, television, 
and concert stages around the world. Mark's dancing was motion captured for the 
animated feature film, "The Polar Express," directed by Robert Zemeckis and starring Tom 
Hanks. Mark was chosen to perform the solo opening sequence for Barbra Streisand's 
"Timeless" concert tour with performances at Madison Square Garden in New York and the 
Staples Center in Los Angeles.

On Broadway, Mark danced in the Tony Award winning production of "Bring in 'da Noise, 
Bring in 'da Funk,” and has performed at Carnegie Hall, The Kennedy Center, Davies 
Symphony Hall, the Biennale de la Danse, the Joyce Theater, Jacobs Pillow, The Tiger Palast 
in Frankfurt, Germany and the ApolloTheater, among many others. He has had the honor of 
sharing the stage with the late tap masters the Nicholas Brothers, Jimmy Slyde, Charles 
'Honi' Coles, Eddie Brown, Steve Condos, Chuck Green, Bunny Briggs, Jeni LeGon, Lon 
Chaney Buster Brown, Arthur Duncan, and Lavaughn Robinson and has made numerous 
appearances with friend and mentor Gregory Hines, appearing with him in "A Gala for the 
President at Ford's Theatre," and in "The Kennedy Center Honors," both televised on ABC. 
Mark's dancing was featured in the Emmy Award nominated documentary, "Juba: The 
Masters of Tap and Percussive Dance," aired on PBS, and in “The Summit of the Americas,” 
which aired in Canada.

Mark worked with Lynn Dally's Jazz Tap Ensemble and went on to form his own company, 
The Steps Ahead Tap Trio, which toured both nationally and internationally.

As an educator, Mark has taught and performed at dance festivals across the US including 
the Colorado Dance Festival, Florida Dance Festival as well as festivals in Stockholm, 
Sweden, San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Minneapolis, Boston, Portland, Anchorage, and 
Atlanta among others. He has been on the faculty at Loyola Marymount University and 
Santa Monica College, and has also taught classes at UCLA, Cal State LA, Cal State Long 
Beach, Los Angeles County High School of the Arts and Orange County High School of 
the Arts.

Mark has also worked with director James Brooks, choreographer Twyla Tharp, composer 
Marvin Hamlisch and fellow tap dancers Bill Irwin, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Elizabeth Berkley, 
and Christopher Walken. Mark was the first person to receive a Princess Grace Foundation 
Award for tap dance and was the winner of the 1997 Lester Horton Dance Award for 
outstanding achievement in individual performance in Los Angeles. Mark has also received 
a Brody Art Fund Artists Fellowship.

MARK MENDONCA - Co-Artistic Director
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SUITCASE DANCE THEATRE

Suitcase Dance Theatre emerged as a beacon of hope and creativity in 2020, amid the 
pandemic's isolating grip. Born from a profound need to reconnect, re-energize empty 
spaces, and sustain the vital exchange of art within our community, Suitcase Dance Theatre 
embarked on a journey of resilience and innovation.

Fueled by the collective longing to make and witness art despite the challenging 
circumstances, Suitcase DT swiftly became a catalyst for revitalizing cultural spaces. Through 
their dynamic performances and immersive experiences, they transformed barren venues 
into vibrant hubs of artistic expression, breathing new life into the world around them.

At its core, Suitcase Dance Theatre embodies the spirit of resilience, collaboration, and the 
unwavering belief in the power of art to transcend adversity. Suitcase Dance Theatre’s 
dedication to fostering connection and creativity between people of all walks of life 
remains steadfast, inspiring audiences to rediscover the beauty and joy of shared artistic 
experiences.



PRODUCTION INFORMATION

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Minimum stage size - 16ft X16ft,   Height 12ft

Stage Type - Proscenium, Thrust, End-On, Black box

Wing Space - can be minimal, but must have a space for quick changes and cross over access

Dressing Rooms - for 9 dancers, can be together or split into small groups

Warm-up Space - Access to warm-up space

Dance Floor - Must be wood or painted hardboard

Floor Mics - if available

Notes on sets and costumes:

- Set and Props are contained in 3 suitcases

- Costumes are minimal and maintained by the company

PREFERRED LIGHTING AND STAGE ARRANGEMENT:

Note: Suitcase Dance Theatre can perform its work under a variety of lighting conditions.

However, the preferred lighting system and arrangement are as follows;

•  Proscenium theater or black box with audience on a single side.

•  Shin angle ERS lights in every wing

•   A system of top-down wash lights, preferably LED

•  A system of front lighting

•  Two systems of high-side diagonals from either side of the stage.

•  Haze

•  ETC Lighting Console

•  The backdrop for this show is a black curtain, so cyc lighting is not needed.



TOURING REQUIREMENTS:

People traveling- 9 Performers, 2 Tech Crew, 1 Company Manager

Presenter provides:

Flights

Accommodations

 •  6 rooms total, 5 double occupancy with 2 double beds each, 1 double occupancy with a 
bed approx. 160x180cm

Ground Transportation/Transfers

Visa/Permits, if applicable

Per diems

SCHEDULE:

Arrival prior day

Typical show day:

Morning set up/lights focused and blocking

12:00-13:00 Lunch

13:00-17:00 Dress/Tech rehearsal/notes

17:00-18:00 dinner

18:00-19:00 makeup and costumes

19:30 Show

Company can perform 2 performances per day

EDUCATION/OUTREACH:

Workshops -  Exploring tap, ballet, jazz, and contemporary dance styles and how one can use 
these elements to create your own movement language/choreographic voice.
Levels: beginning to adv.

Masterclasses - In tap, ballet, and contemporary dance styles. Levels: beginning - advanced

Community Engagement - indoor or outdoor presentations, bringing the theatre to you right 
out of our suitcases, includes audience participation.

School Programs - Tap Dance, the origins and history up to present day. Honoring the masters,  
etc.


